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Introduction  

 
The second season of the renewed excavations of Tel Gezer took place between 

18 June and 20 July, 2007. The excavations were sponsored by Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary and the Israel Antiquities Authority. The project also receives 

financial support by a consortium of institutions: Marian Eakins Archaeological Museum, 

Lancaster Bible College, Lycoming College, Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 

and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. The excavations were carried out within 

the Tel Gezer National Park and benefit from the cooperation of the National Parks 

Authority. The excavation project also received support from Kibbutz Gezer, Pinat 

Shorashim, and the Karmei Yosef Community Association. 

Over 80 participants from the consortium schools as well as other students and 

volunteers from the U.S. and Israel took part in the inaugural season. The Tel Gezer 

Excavation Project is directed by Steven M. Ortiz (Southwestern Baptist Theological 

Seminary) and Samuel R. Wolff (Israel Antiquities Authority). The Tel Gezer expedition 

included: Gary Arbino (field archaeologist), E. Braun (field archaeologist); area 

supervisors: S. Andrews, R. DeWitt-Knauth, E. Mitchell, M. Pruitt, and S. Rives and D. 

Warner; assistant area supervisors: J. Cathey, M. Loyd, J. Strong, and J. Zan. Educational 
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coordinator/administration: D. Cole; zooarchaeology: L. Horowitz and J. Lev-Tov; 

architect/draftsman: J. Rosenburg; registrar and conservationist: A. Appelbaum. 

 

 

 

The excavations also coordinated work with the Nature and National Parks 

Protection Authority. A survey project, under the direction of Dr. Eric Mitchell was also 

initiated [License No. G-43/2007]. Dr. Yehuda Dagan of the Archaeological Survey of 

Israel approached the excavation project with the request to contribute to the regional 

survey. The scope of the survey is to locate and publish all archaeological features within 

a 2 km radius of the tel. 

 

Research Design 

 The purpose of the project is to investigate state formation and regional 

boundaries in the northern Shephelah by investigating the Iron Age cultural horizon at 
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Tel Gezer. These broad research trends in Iron Age archaeology are being addressed by 

current research projects in the Shephelah and Southern Coastal Plain; specifically ethnic 

and political boundaries in the Judean Hills and the Philistine coastal plain. The regional 

geo-political dynamic between Judah and Philistia during the Iron Age is currently being 

investigated by the Tel Beth Shemesh Archaeological Project of Tel Aviv University and 

the Tel es-Safi Archaeological Project of Bar Ilan University. 

Macalister
Rowe
HUC: Phase I
HUC: Phase II
Field A
Field B

Renewed 
Excavations

 

The research design focused on three major domains of inquiry:1) publication and 

analysis of the western expansion of Field III from the 1984 and 1990 excavations 

(Palaces 8000 and 10,000), 2) excavation of a new field, which is an expansion and broad 

exposure of the area between Field VII and Field III, and 3) to investigate specific 

problems concerning the relationship of Iron Age fortifications (e.g. the relationship 
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between the ñOuter Wallò and the Field III six-chambered gate complex and casemate 

fortifications). 

 

 

 The main goal of our project is to excavate a large horizontal exposure on the 

south-central part of the tel and obtain a sequence of well-stratified cultural horizons of 

the Iron Age in order to establish a ceramic database. An additional goal is to unite 

various Iron Age components of the ancient city in order to better understand the 

relationship of the various fortifications and buildings (e.g. domestic buildings in Field 

VII and Palaces 8000 and 10,000). This database will aid in our attempt to clarify current 

issues concerning the history of Gezer and contribute to a ceramic production and 

distribution model of the greater Aijalon Valley region. The results of the renewed 

excavations will also be coalesced with Iron Age research in the region. 
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Field Excavations 

 

Field A 

 Field A is under the direction of Gary Arbino. Field A encompasses an area west 

of the Iron Age Gate Complex (Field III of the HUC excavations). The goals of this area 

are to investigate Iron Age fortifications and a series of Iron Age administrative 

buildings. This field includes 1) an east-west section of squares from the Iron Age gate to 

the west exposing the city fortification system, 2) a north-south sondage to investigate the 

relationship between the Iron Age wall and the ñouterò wall, 3) an area north of the 

fortification wall where previous excavations have proposed an area of large public 

buildings. 

 

 Seven new squares were opened up this season and another two squares from the 

2006 season were excavated as well as balks between the new squares of 2007 and 

squares from the 2006 season. A majority of the squares in the field encountered the Field 


