TEL GEZER EXCAVATIONS 2008
Directors: Dr. Steven M. Ortiz and Dr. Samuel Wolff

FIELD A: PRELIMINARY FIELD REPORT
By Dr. Gary P. Arbino, Field Archaeologist, with Supervisor Contributions

General Introduction

The renewed excavations of Tel Gezer were conducted from June 23, 2008 to July 24, 2008. The team was under
the direction of CeDirectors Dr. Samuel Wolff of the Israel Antiquities Authority and Dr. Steven M. Ortiz of
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seany. As in 2007, Field A consisted of two areas, one north of the casemate
system and one along the casemate system west of the 2006 excavations. This area was under the direct supervision
of Dr. Gary Arblno (Marian Eakins Archaeolo ical Museum) asd:Aafbhaeologlst In Field A, a total ofL4

squares of 5x5 meters were

openedn 2008 An additional 5

squares from previous seasons

were reopened Thus gives a

total of 19 excavated squares in

2008.

Southof the casematesondage
was conductedextending from
the casemate wall systemYi8
south to Y12 Squares Y9 and
Y10 were reopened from

s _ previous seasons, while Y11 and
Figure 1: 2008 FieldA. North is at bottom. Y12 were new excavations. This
operation was undehe
supervision of DrDariel Warner assisted by Paul Warneflthough a considerable amountsdil was removed,
almostallofitwasidumpo material from previous excavations.

North of the casemate system the focus of the strategy was to remdaekfi# from previous excavations in order
to bothclarify the planand datingpf theinterior buildings and to gain clean contexts for further excavation. In spite
of this necessary focus, important stratigraphic and architectural information wasiga2068. The four
supervisors responsible for this large area werdiDbin Knauth (D7, D6, C7, F7, F§; Dr. John Strong 47, W7,
Z6), Leslie Haines(E7, B7, B C6), and

" ) : : . ‘ " ’ ' Marcella BarbosgA7, A6, Z8).

In sum, 2008 excavation in Field A
consistedalmost entirely of removal of
Aimodernod debris. -Of t
architecturalloconl 'y 10 wer e #dc
another 4 possibly so (see Appendix 1).

The rather small number of loci excavated

for 19 squares results from the Gezer locus
numbering sgtem which uses the same

numbers for layers or features which extend
across and/or between squares.

he
| ea

The table below indicates the phases by

" ‘ squares represented. General alterations to
GEZERFIELD.A008 the 2007 Report schema are notetaoid

] and underlined.

Figure 2: Field A 2008. North is at top.




GEZER 2008 PHASING BY SQUARES REPRESENTED

TENTATIVE | 2008 FIELD 2008 SQUARES 2007 2007 SQUARES+ 2006 2006 FIELD | 2006
FIELD . PHASE SQUARES
DATING PHASE Phase | adjustments ?
Topsoil Phase) All Phase 1| Y7, W8, W9, Y10, C6, Phase 1 Y8, Y9, Z8,
(31001, 31015) D6, E6, 710, Y8, Y9, Z8, 58, 8,C5,
79, A8, A9, B8, B9, C9, D8, DY,
C8, C9, D8, D9, E8, A9 E8, A9
Modern Phase & All Phase 2| Y7 W8, W9, Y10, C6, Phase 2 Y8, Y9, Z8,
D6, E6, Z10, Y8Y9, Z8, 20,88, A9,
Z9, A8, A9, B8, B9, C8, C9, D8,
C8, C9, D8, D9, ES8, A9 D9, E8, A9
Pebble fill Phase i W7, Z7 ;’:ase Y7, W8, Y8 Phase 2a
Hellenistic Phase 2 C6, D6, W7, Y7, F7, Z8 and reuse Phase 3| Y8, 78, Y7, A8, B8 Phase 3 gg 28, A8,
evidenced in all squares except Z6
Persian Phase 3 Ceramic only (?) Phase 4| Ceramic only Phase 4 Ceramic only
Debris of Phaseta Z7[21019 31012] Phase 5| Y7
Phasel [21019, 21020, 21073]
Destruction:
Assyrian?
Iron 1B Phaselb B6, C6, D6, E6, C7, DAN7,E7, Z8and | Phase6| C6, D6, E6, C8Y7, Y8, Prases | e ea o
Rebuild (8" reuse evidenced in Z6, AB7, B7, Y9, Z8, A8, B8, C8, D8, E8 B8
Y10, ¥11 A9 (11056/9
[[A9 (11059]] ( )
Debris Phaseba Phase 7| A9 (11070)
Of Phase [[A9 (11056/9)]
485
Destruction?
Iron 1IB Phase 5b Z6, A6, B6, C6Y7, Z7,B7, C7, E7, Z8,
Rebuild (9" A8, B8, C8 and reuse ifw8, Y8, D8
E8, F8, W9, ZE8, Y10, Y11
Destruction:
Shishak?
Iron lIA: Phaseba Y11, 727, E7, F7 Phase 8| 78, Y8, Y7, W8, Y8, A8, Phase 6 Y8, A8, B8,
Casemate B8, BY, C8, C9, D8, D9, o8, Co, 08
Ph ES8, E9 D9,
ase [W8 21090, 21095] E8, E9
— — — Phase 7: A9
Debris of
Phase 8
—_— _— -— Iron |
Destruction
Iron l1A: Phasebb Y10 Phase 9| W8, W9, Y9, Y10, Z9, IF’hases: Iron | Y9, 29, A9
Retaining A9, B9, C9, D9 diagonal
Walls & [21030, 21085, 21088] walls
Casemate [[A9 (11070i construction fill?)]]
Construction
— — — Phase 9: Y9, 29, A9
Debris of
Phase 10
—_— — — LB/Iron |
Destruction
LB/Iron | Phasera Y9, Y10 Phase | Y9, 79, A9, B9, C9, D9, Phase 10: B9, D9, C9,
. 10 E9 Diagonal 79, Y9
Debris Walls, &
Destruction: [[A9 (11070i destruction debris?]] bspine
fiSi amun C9Jar? watlso
AMer nep
i Ph: ? 2 Ph: 11: Y9, Z9, A9,
LB/Iron | Phaserb Y9 (Pillar base 31071) Frase B9 Install? Z9 W111667 Pase L 59 08,05,
Phase 12 E9
Phasel2: Y9, 29, A9
Walls and
Platform
Phase 13: Z9, B9
Wall

11166 &
Install
11127




Figure 3: Field Awest. The red outlines t
extent of the deep "pebbppottery fillo; the
blue shows where it yet remainsote also
the dashed line in A6; 31047 is to the left
this line.

PHASE 1: MODERN

Most of the excavation in 2008 Field A was removal of the backfill

from earlierexcavations.Every square started from topsiml2008

contained this material. We discovered that previous excavators tended

to cease digging when they (eg:ached tFh
11138)which underlay the last phase of Iron Age construction (Phase

4). Thereforein 2008 weused tlis fill, whenever possible, as the

marker for stopping excavation.

A notable feature opotherpackfl 1 b i3FF
dominated by large amounts of small pebbles, mixed in with some very

fine, soft, silty gray soil, larger cobblead small boulders on the

bottom of the fill, with pottery fror
history scattered throughout. As one typically observes with

archaeological dump, the larger stones and broken pieces of pottery

have accumulated toward thettom.

In three places we leftthesoa | | e d-pid p ¢ I igexcdvated:l o

W7 (south) and W8 (north); Z7 (centeflhis deep fill represents
Macalisterds backfill andand¥s been fc
A shallow layer of thistypeof matr i al was al so found in
that extendedown slope and southwafim the main wall system in

W9, Y9, Y10 and Y11.ltis also present in several squares in Fild

In A8, 31047 might be an addition portion of this deep fill. It appeared

to be a surface which was trenched by l&ecavationsnd the trench

backfilled (31039) Further excavating reveale
some 80cm deep and | omdcktetde rsy dni flialrl .t o
this was not excavated in 2008, the issueaiemunresolvedThe

connection of this material to material in Z6 also remains unexcavated.

As a general comment relating to the disturbances caused by modern/previous archaeological excavation, it

MUST be understood that much of the straigraphic discussion and subsequent phasing this Report is done

on the basis of physical relationshipbetween architectural elements r at her than on fdcl ean |
with them. It is expected that in future seasons, as excavation proceeds below thelef previous

excavations and below the walls left by them that we will be able to add more specific pottenglated data to

these analyses.



PHASE 2: HELLENISTIC

It is becoming more cledhat much of the architecture in Field A was reused during the Hellenistic period, with

new construction | argely built along earlier 1in

N this. Assuming that

archite¢ure uncovered

. the majority of the
=, and removed by

z A B C D E F

3 7 ’ o %@;y;% TR E Macalister was
6 FRem L TG | o iﬁ Hellenistic (given the
3 a G . .
B R L e ,@ later history of the site

findings), a fairly
substantial group of
buildings in Field A
emerges in this period.
With the addition of
the architecture from
Field B ard Fields 11l
and VIl (HUC),the
evidence points ta

strongly fortified
- Hellenistic citadel,
» : GEZER 2008 FIELD A §UCh as that described
in 1 Maccabees.
< . | Part of thisevidence
includesthe main wall
Figure 4. Phase 2 Bright yellow indicates new construction. Light yellow indicates reuse. system itself.
Outlined yellow shows an overlay of Macalister's plan. Rebuilding of this wall

in Phase 2 can be seen

es .

in Y8, where a reinforcing section was added (W11055). Behind thiereémentasmal quar e fAr oo mo

a At ower 0 wWH#33031)\W@32, arld 8/81034, and the one in the eastern balk, W32 four
walls were integrated with each other, clearly

forming a room. Wall W31031, on the west, is
made up of a singlrow of large stones, averaging:
.6 meters in diameter. This wall differs

only consists of one row of stones, whereas the
other three have two or more, and its stones are
therefore so much larger tharetother three
wall sdé stones. It i
outer wall of the structure that was built harel
was likely founded in the previous phase of
construction (Phase 4)n addition, there appears
to be a stone missing from the southern end of
W31031, as indicated by the socle stones that
remain. Wall W31032 is located on the souther
side of the room, and is built with two courses of

of the room, and as it moved away from the loating above a deep fitind that under the fill belothe east wall
northern balk, revealing more of the width of the [(30152) there is another phase of construction (Phase 5)

wall, it appeared to be very thick, perhaps four courses in width. This may be deceiving, however, since the extra

courses may be another structimach as a stone surface, abutting a two course wall. Not enough of this

construction has been exposed to clarify the structure. The east wall in the structure is W31052, also consisting of

two courses. lIts top row has apparently been lost, perhapsrobined out in modern times by archaeological

Al

and other excavat

per



investigation. The same activity most likely caused the trench cut into this wall on the northefinerdignment
of this unit fits well with the Hellenistic alignment from Field B (note the Hellenistitsin Y5 in fig. 4).

Renewed excavation in Z8®nfirmedthatWall W11101 was
rebuilt in Phas@ andwWall W11102 was addeabutting
W11100 forming a small room (Room ®&hich dates to this
period(See 2007 Report, p..5)

Figure 6: W11102 andNV11100 in Z8 looking NE. No
the lower level of W11100 (left) and the kurkspe fill
under W11102.

Closer examination of the
northern EW walls in C6

and D6 revealed that they
comprise multiple phases:
the latest of which is Phase
2. Thesewalls (W21091,
W21058), while using stones
from the earlier phases are
also above the earlier phases
(W21092, W21083,
W21057) set on a soil layer
(ca 10cm)see figs 9 and

10).

Figure 7. Squares B&, C67, D67, E67

Because the later walls were set on a
soil construction fill, there is some
guestion regarding whether the
cobble/flagstone surface
(S21082/521059 unified when the
balks were removed) continued in use
Part of vhat wasunderstood to bevall
stonesof W21083in C6in 2007now
seems to be a continuation of the
cobble surface

Figure 8. Dark Yellow indicates new Phase 2 construction.




